
Cruising Ecuador’s  
Galápagos Islands 

 
Tour Dates: October 5 - 12, 2021

2 for1 
AIRFARE 

See back for details

8 DAY SMALL SHIP ADVENTURE 
Including two nights in Quito  
and one night in Guayaquil
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SAN CRISTOBAL

CRUISE AND HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
Days One and Two – Swissôtel, Quito, Ecuador 
Days Three through Six – MV Galápagos Legend  – Cruising the Galápagos Islands 
Day Seven – Oro Verde, Guayaquil, Ecuador 

Native wildlife pose for the camera Quito’s famous monument marks the center of the world

8 Days • 16 Meals See Mother Nature frozen in time, in a place 

unlike any other on Earth. Join us on an unforgettable trip to the 

Galápagos Islands, a place so unique it changed the way we think 

about our world. 

Quito

Guayquil

ECUADOR
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EXCEPTIONAL INCLUSIONS: 
E   16 Meals: 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches and 4 dinners 
E  Airport transfers on tour dates when air is  
     provided by Mayflower Cruises & Tours 
E  Pre-cruise hotel stay and touring in Quito 
E  Local English-speaking guides in Quito  
     and Guayaquil 
E  Four-night cruise aboard the 
     MV Galápagos Legend 
E  Two excursions per day during the cruise 
E  English-speaking Naturalist Guides aboard  
     the vessel 
E  Complimentary snorkel gear onboard  
E  All meals included onboard the vessel 
E  Post-cruise hotel stay and touring in Guayaquil 
E  $40 in Mayflower Money 
 
DAY 1 – Depart the USA   
Depart the USA on a flight to Quito, Ecuador.  Enjoy a 
free evening to experience this amazing city on your own. 
 
DAY 2 – Quito, Capital City of Ecuador 
After breakfast, enjoy a guided tour of Quito. The first 
city to be named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1978, 
Quito boasts a historic center and centuries-old land-
marks, dating back 500 years. Visit ‘Mitad del Mundo’ 
and the Equator Monument, which stands at 0 degrees, 
and feel what it’s like to be standing in the middle of the 
world. During the included city tour, see a bull fighting 
ring and the gilded Spanish colonial church. This 
evening, enjoy the city on your own. Meals: B, L 
 
DAY 3 – MV Galápagos Legend 
After breakfast, board your flight for San Cristobal Island.  
Upon arrival, you will be met by naturalist guides who 
will accompany the short transfer to the MV Galápagos 
Legend.  After embarkation, begin the four-night cruise as 
the vessel sets sail for the Interpretation Center and Ti-
jeretas Hill, located on a different part of the island.  The 
center is full of interesting information and provides the 
perfect overview of the Galápagos, from its formation to 
its significance in the world, environmental threats and 
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Hotel Overnights

Cruise Overnights

Visit

Cruise Route



Breathtaking views abound on the islands Listen for the call of the Red-footed booby

conservation efforts.  Enjoy a hike to Frigate-
bird Hill with its beautiful views of the bay 
below, where you’ll have a chance to observe 
both species of the frigatebird. Meals: B, L, D 
 
DAY 4 – Gardner Bay, Gardner &  
Osborn Islets (Española Island) 
This morning, after a wet landing, visit one of 
the most stunning beaches in all the Galápagos. 
The long, white sandy beach and beautiful 
turquoise waters are home to a colony of Galá-
pagos sea lions who lazily bask in the sun as 
you walk amongst them. The curious Hood 
mockingbirds, native to this particular island, 
eagerly inspect visitors.  You may also spy Dar-
win’s finches or a reclusive warbler finch. There 
is time to snorkel in the shallows of this beauti-
ful bay.   
 
The afternoon’s adventure takes you to Suarez 
Point, a naturalist’s paradise. A host of marine 
iguanas and sea lions greet visitors at the dry 
landing site. Your walk through Punta Suarez 
brings you up close to endemic lizards, gulls 
and even a dramatic blow hole.  As the oldest 
existing island in the archipelago, it is the only 
opportunity to commune with the waved alba-
tross during their breeding season.  With luck, 
you may be able to observe their complex 
courtship. Meals: B, L, D 
 
DAY 5 – Post Office, Cormorant Point, 
Devil’s Crown and Champion (Floreana 
Island) 
Start your day with a wet landing on the beach 
of Floreana Island. A very short walk leads to 
the famous Post Office Barrel.  Claimed to have 
been first established in 1793 by Captain James 
Colnett, it remains the oldest functioning “post 
office” in the Pacific.  Whalers and fur sealers 
frequently left addressed letters in the barrel to 
be picked up by homeward bound colleagues.  
In keeping with tradition, visitors today often 
take letters and hand-deliver them in their 

home countries.   
This afternoon, a wet landing takes you to Cor-
morant Point. Walk past native Scalesia plants 
to a large, shallow lagoon that is often inhabited 
by pink flamingoes. Continue through a forest 
of Palo Santo trees and arrive at a powdery 
white beach, a popular nesting area for green 
turtles. Spot diamond stingrays and white-
tipped reef sharks in the shallow water.  After-
wards, return to the beach to swim or snorkel 
amongst sea turtles, reef fish and sea lions.  You 
may even see the small colony of resident pen-
guins!   
 
Devil’s Crown is a favorite snorkeling location 
on the island and is home to an abundance of 
fish and marine animals.  Swim with yellow-
tailed surgeonfish, salemas and Creole fish. Tur-
tles, spotted eagle rays, parrotfish and 
hammerhead sharks might even pay you a visit!  
 
Champion Islet presents another magical place 
to snorkel with its diverse wildlife, including 
playful sea lions eager to swim alongside you. It 
is also the last remaining home of the Floreana 
mockingbird. Meals: B, L, D 
 
DAY 6 – Charles Darwin Research  
Station, Fausto Llerena Breeding  
Center & Highlands Tortoise Reserve 
(Santa Cruz Island) 
Following a dry landing on Santa Cruz Island, 
visit the Charles Darwin Research Station and 
Fausto Llerena Breeding Center.  Once home to 
the famous Lonesome George, the last Pinta tor-
toise, this site is named in honor of its long-
time guardian. Set in the Galapagos National 
Park Service, it features a number of interpre-
tive buildings. As you stroll around the 
grounds, you might observe some of Darwin’s 
seldom-seen finches – the woodpecker, cactus 
and vegetarian finches.  
 
At the Highland Tortoise Reserve, you’ll have 

your best opportunity to interact with the 
amazing 600-pound wild, Galápagos giant tor-
toises. After a wet landing at Ballena Bay, enjoy 
snorkeling, kayaking or exploring the area on a 
glass-bottom boat.  Angelfish, surgeonfish, par-
rotfish, damsels, rays and shark are some 
species to be seen.  Back on land, observe sea 
lions and marine iguanas lazing on the beach, 
while herons and turtles inhabit the mangroves.   
 
End the day with a trip to Eden Islet, off the 
western coast of Santa Cruz. While snorkeling, 
or viewing from the ‘panga’, it presents an op-
portunity to see Nazca and blue-footed boobies, 
reef sharks and schools of native bream fish. 
Meals: B, L, D 
 
DAY 7 – Santa Cruz Island / Guayaquil 
As your cruise comes to an end, you’ll be filled 
with wonder at the sights and sounds of the 
Galápagos Islands.  Disembark the vessel and 
take a dinghy ride to Carrion Point. At the entry 
of the Itabaca Channel, in the turquoise waters 
of the lagoon, you can observe sharks, blue-
footed boobies and a multitude of fish.  After 
the visit, continue on to Baltra Airport for your 
flight to Guayaquil.  
 
Upon arrival, enjoy a panoramic city tour with a 
local guide.  Stroll along the charming river 
promenade and see Centenario Park, dedicated 
to the independence and freedom of the old 
city.  The excursion ends at the hotel where the 
remainder of the day is at leisure. Meal: B 
 
DAY 8 – Guayaquil / USA 
Bid a fond farewell to Ecuador and its Galápa-
gos Islands and return home filled with so 
many fond memories of the beauty, animal en-
counters and life enriching experiences of your 
small ship adventure. Meal: B 

 
Itinerary and vessel are subject to change  

based on operating conditions. 



Four nights accommodations aboard the 

MV Galápagos Legend 
Refurbished: 2017   Speed: 19.5 mph   Cabins: 55 

Length: 301 ft.   Crew: 60 

Please add $949.50 per person 2 for 1 round trip airfare out of  
Richmond when booked by May 31, 2020! 

Beginning June 1, 2020 please add $1,899 per person for round trip airfare out of Richmond.

National Tour Association

MOON DECK

Junior Cabin (161 sq. ft):  Earth Deck 
   4 Features 2 panoramic windows, lower beds, either  

2 twin or 1 queen, private bath, telephone service for  
internal, local and international calls, air conditioning, 
LCD TV with multi-media system, safe deposit box  
and hair dryer 

 
Standard Plus Cabin (118 sq. ft):  Sea and Earth Decks  
   4 Features 2 port holes, lower beds, private bath,  

telephone service for internal, local and international 
calls, air conditioning, LCD TV with multi-media system, 
safe deposit box and hair dryer 

 
Balcony Cabin (237 sq. ft):  Sky and Moon Decks 
   4 Features private balcony with door, panoramic window, 

lower beds (either 2 twin or 1 queen), private bath, tele-
phone service for internal, local and international calls, 
air conditioning, LCD TV with multi-media system, safe 
deposit box and hair dryer 

Public Areas and Ship Amenities 

   4 Swimming pool and sun terrace 
   4 Fitness area, Jacuzzi 
   4 Library 

   4 Medical Station 
   4 Panorama Lounge 
   4 Glass bottom boat 
   4 Boutique 
   4 24 hour coffee / tea station

Pricing includes $595 per person for flights between Quito and Galápagos  
and to Guayaquil including$170 per person for park licenses, fees and surcharges.
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TOUR ACTIVITY LEVEL

EASY ENERGETIC
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SKY DECK

EARTH DECK

SEA DECK

SEA DECK EARTH DECK SKY & MOON DECKS

Standard Plus Cabin Junior Cabin Balcony Cabin

2021  
DEPARTURES

Per Person 
Twin

Single  
Supplement

Per Person 
Twin

Single  
Supplement

Per Person 
Twin

Single  
Supplement

October 5, 19 $4,899 add $2,089 $5,249 add $2,589 $5,999 add $3,709

Air itineraries may not be available until documents are received. Air seats are assigned by the airline for 
the entire group. Seat changes can only be attempted upon receipt of tickets and documents at which 
time availability may be limited. If specific seat assignments are vital to your reservation, we recommend 
individual air reservations rather than booking air with the group.

FOR  RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.travelsignatours.com


